
18/5/2020 Canadian miners resuming operations after Mexico permits mines to reopen

https://magazine.cim.org/en/news/2020/canadian-miners-resuming-operations-after-mexico-permits-mines-to-open-en/ 1/4

Mexico deemed mining an
essential activity, allowing
companies to resume production
activities
By Tijana Mitrovic May 15, 2020

    

Alamos will restart production at its Mexican Alamos mine and hopes to return
to full production in June. Courtesy of Alamos Gold.
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Mexico’s government granted miners the right to resume
operations next week, six weeks after asking all non-
essential businesses to temporarily close in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

On Mar. 31, the Mexican Ministry of Health declared a
national health emergency and suspended all non-essential
businesses from operating for a 30-day period. Mining
companies – including Canadian businesses operating in
Mexico – were obliged to halt all production and
exploration activities and place their operations on care and
maintenance.

On May 13, the government of Mexico added mining to its
list of essential businesses and announced plans for a
gradual reopening of the country. In municipalities with
little-to-no transmission of COVID-19, those essential
businesses will be allowed to resume activities on May 18.
The government also extended the shutdown of non-
essential activities to May 30, meaning that businesses
throughout the rest of the country will be allowed to resume
activities on June 1.

https://www.mining.com/mining-in-mexico-to-restart-next-week/
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RELATED: CAMECO WILL RESUME PRODUCTION AT TWO
ONTARIO OPERATIONS FOLLOWING A FOUR-WEEK
SHUTDOWN 

Some of the companies that will be reopening their mines
include Newmont, which will begin ramping up operations
at its Peñasquito on May 18 over a two-week
period. Alamos Goldannounced that it will be restarting
activities at its Mulatos mine on the same day, and plans to
achieve normal production levels in June.

Great Panther stated that it would be restarting its Mexico
operations following the government’s decision to
categorize mining as an essential activity, resuming activity
at its Topia mine on May 18, with its other operations
resuming in a phased-in approach. The company also
announced that as of May 12, five Great Panther employees
had tested positive for COVID-19, one of whom was
working remotely for the company’s Guanajuato mine
complex in Mexico.

https://magazine.cim.org/en/news/2020/cameco-to-restart-production-at-port-hope-uf6-plant-and-blind-river-refinery-en/
https://www.newmont.com/investors/news-release/news-details/2020/Newmont-to-Begin-Safely-Ramping-Up-at-Peasquito/default.aspx
https://www.alamosgold.com/news-and-media/news-releases/news-releases-details/2020/Alamos-Gold-Announces-Ramp-up-of-Operations-at-Mulatos/default.aspx
https://www.newswire.ca/news-releases/great-panther-provides-update-on-covid-19-and-planned-restart-of-mexican-operations-814430573.html
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Mexico joins a growing list of jurisdictions that are
beginning to open up to mining during the COVID-19
pandemic. Last month, companies
similarly resumed mining operations in Quebec after the
provincial government added mining to its list of essential
activities following a three-week shutdown.

https://magazine.cim.org/en/news/2020/quebec-allows-mines-to-reopen-during-provincial-shutdown-en/

